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INTRODUCTION 



In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 


These forty hadith from the Messenger of Allah are on the 
subject of Jihad, its virtues, obligation, and a number of its 
rulings. I have not included their chains of narration ( asanid) in 
order to facilitate their easy memorisation, and I have added the 
chapter titles in order to expedite understanding of what is 
intended and to enable (the reader) to understand the topic 
merely by reading its title. 

At times one chapter may contain more than one hadith, while at 
others one hadith is sufficient. I have additionally strove to 
include only authentic narrations, thus I have not included any 
weak (da ’if) hadith. 


Indeed, the Messenger of Allah m said. 




‘tr- 


U? Jili £. 




ID! 


jA 2J 


“May Allah gladden the man that hears something from us and 
conveys it as he heard it. Perhaps the one it is conveyed to will 
be more understanding than the one who heard it .” 1 


Narrated by at-Tirmidhi via Shu’bah, from Sammak bin Harb 
who said, “I heard ‘Abd ar-Rahman bin ‘Abdullah bin Mas’ud 


1 Jami’ at-Tirmidhi (2657) 
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narrate from his father from the Prophet Abu ‘Isa (at- 
Tirmidhl) said, “This hadith is Hasan Sahib-" 

It has been reported from al-Imam Ahmad and also 

ascribed to other than him: 


f- 

jlgj 

£ 

j I I4J 

The religion of the Prophet 
Muhammad is reports 

So do not turn away from the 
hadith and its people 

And perhaps a youth's 
ignorance may be alleviated 
with the guidance of the 
narrations 


X**S>x^ 

4lalj ^ y M 

f- 

<-£AgJI J\ jj&\ lojjj 

The best ride for the youth is 
the narrations 

As opinions are (as dark as) 
night, while the hadith are 
(as bright as) day 

And from the Sun bursts 
forth brightness 


I intend in the future - by the permission of Allah 4 - to comment 
upon these ahadith, explain their benefits, analyse their rulings, 
and present their meanings as understood by the Imams of the 
juristic schools ( al-madhahib ), and all success lies with Allah. 


Sulayman bin Nasir al- ‘Ulwan 
14/2/1420 hijri 
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(i) 


WAGING JIHAD SINCERELY FOR THE SAKE 
OF ALLAH, AND THE PUNISHMENT FOR 
THOSE WHO DO SO IN ORDER TO SHOW OFF 



Hadlth 1: ‘Umar bin al-Khattab narrated that the 

Messenger of Allah ^ said, “The (reward of) deeds depend 
upon the intentions, and every person will get the reward 
according to what he has intended. So whoever migrated for the 
sake of Allah and His Messenger, then his migration will be 
considered to be for Allah and His Messenger, and whoever 
migrated for the sake of worldly gain or to marry a woman, then 
his migration will be considered to be for what he emigrated 



2 Sahih al-Bukhari (6689) and Sahih Muslim (1907) 
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Hadith 2: Abu Musa al-Ash’arr narrated that a man came 
to the Messenger of Allah m and asked about fighting in the 
Cause of Allah, “O Messenger of Allah, a man fights due to 
anger, and a man fights for the sake of his pride and 
haughtiness.” The Prophet raised his head (as the questioner was 
standing) and said, “He who fights so that Allah’s Word (i.e. His 
Book) should be superior, then he is the one who fights in the 
Cause of Allah." 


lLJj>- c^JUS! Lgj! Jj&! Jjlj aJ Jlis to ffy y} 

4 JJI 3 5 -^j :JlS cj|=^ a!! 1 cJ y*j yt AU*d 

*x * 






4 j a 11 p Jj! d)! n • J 

U-*3 dJjlS : JlS ?Lg_*3 CdL-P U$ : JlS cLg3j*3 43^*3 
Juz3 c£ y? yr • (J IjSj cl)^ IS c J6" ; JlS c dJ*A^I 

p~" 34jj (J p ‘3^ 

44 ** Q 

CdUp U$ : JlS C L§3 J*3 CC *.J 43^*3 4j cd)!j-J! JSj 4-^ipj Cj*-U! 
4 CJ-ifT : Jls c 01I Jj»*3 d> JSj AdJp j C jiJjJI C-~<d»*J \ JlS ?L^3 
t&jtf y> :3Ui5 o£i)l Clpj t p> :3Ui! p*J' did 

IP-jj <_s? if Jp- H*rj y d aj 'J\ p H 
43^*3 4j caIS*" JU! c-SHU oUpIj caILp aJJ! 
jU 0 ! JUxJ J-~d ^ cUy U : JlS Up Ui : JlS cLgi^S 
; J UJ cU Jjlsjj 4 cj *iiT 1 J IS 4 UJ L^3 cccLic! ^! L^3 

j ^ Ji % J p cjj is 

Hadith 3: Abu Hurayrah narrated after Natil (bin Qays al- 
HazamT), who was from the people of ash-Sham, said to him “O 
Shaykh, relate (to us) a tradition you have heard from the 


3 Sahih al-Bukhari (123) and Sahih Muslim (1904) 
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Messenger of Allah “Yes, I heard the Messenger of Allah 
^§§> say, ‘The first man (whose case) will be decided on the Day 
of Judgment will be a man who died as a martyr. He shall be 
brought forth. Allah will make him recount His blessings (i.e. the 
blessings which He had bestowed upon him) and he will recount 
them (and admit having enjoyed them in his life). (Then) Allah 
will say, What did you do (to requite these blessings)? He will 
say, I fought for Your Sake until I died as a martyr. Allah will 
say, You have lied. You fought that you might be called a 
‘brave warrior , 9 and you were. (Then) it will be ordered and he 
will be dragged upon his face and cast into Hell. 

Then a man who acquired knowledge, imparted it (to others) 
and recited the Qur’an will be brought forth. Allah will make 
him recount His blessings and he will recount them (and admit 
having enjoyed them in his lifetime). Then will Allah ask, What 
did you do (to requite these blessings)? He will say, I acquired 
knowledge, spread it, and recited the Qur’an seeking Your 
pleasure. Allah will say, You have lied. You acquired knowledge 
so that you might be called a ‘ scholar , ’ and you recited the 
Qur’an so that it might be said, ‘He is a reciter , 9 and it was 
said. (Then) it will be ordered and he will be dragged upon his 
face and cast into the Fire. 

Then a man whom Allah had made abundantly rich and had 
granted every kind of wealth will be brought forth. Allah will 
make him recount His blessings and he will recount them and 
(admit having enjoyed them in his lifetime). Allah will (then) ask, 
What have you done (to requite these blessings)? He will say, I 
spent money in every cause in which You loved it should be 
spent. Allah will say, You have lied. You did (so) that it might be 
said about (you), ‘He is a generous man, and so it was said. 
(Then) it will be ordered and he will be dragged upon his face 
and cast into the Fire. 4 


4 Sahih Muslim (1905) 
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( 2 ) 

THE VIRTUE OF JIHAD AND THE IMMENSE 
REWARD ALLAH HAS PREPARED FOR THE 
MUJAHIDIN 


: Jli £1 aJU! Jy-j Jsi : Jli ^ 

fi «Jjl J ctojk OUjI» 

:3li ?bU 


Hadith 4: Abu Hurayrah narrated the Messenger of Allah 
was asked about the best of deeds. He said, “Belief in Allah.” 
He (the inquirer) said, “What next?” He replied, “ Jihad in the 
Cause of Allah.” He (the inquirer) again asked, “What next?” He 
replied, “An accepted Hajj.” 5 


j u : jgk *Ju jj :3u ^ J y 

by j! 4^ Ijilpii : JlS :JlS j* 

^ :5aJV*Jl J Jlij V» dJJi 

c f l^ N i J)1 obX cjliJl ^liJI Jll 

X jj 0 ^ ^ s' 

aJJI (_s? tS*Xs^> 


Hadith 5: Abu Hurayrah narrated it was said to the 

Messenger of Allah |gfc, “What deed equals Jihad in the Cause of 
Allah, the Almighty and Exalted?” He answered, “You will not 
be able to do it.” They repeated the question twice or thrice. 
Every time he answered, “You will not be able to do it.” When 

5 Sahih al-Bukhari (26) and Sahih Muslim (83) 


10 



Distance of a Month’s Journey Publications 



the question was asked for the third time, he said, ‘The similitude 
of the Mujahid is like the one who fasts and stands in prayer 
(constantly), (obeying) Allah’s (commands contained in) the 
verses (of the Qur’an), and does not break his fast nor stops 
praying until the Mujahid in the Cause of Allah the Exalted 
returns (from Jihad).” 


6 Sahih al-Bukhari (2785) Sahih Muslim (1878) with his wording 
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( 3 ) 

THE VIRTUE OF INVITING THE 
DISBELIEVERS TO ISLAM AND SAVING THEM 
FROM THE FIRE OF HELL 




JIp JUi 01 'dyrj f-jB' c J§ 

IjLjU JlS ca£^ LS S^lo; Ji! Zy*j liji J ^ 

^ ^ ** ^ ^ > 
OlS' <S'Ji £i IpSJ caIIIp *jl| c 4 JUI 3j-^j (>^3 cAj ^;li 

aIS! 3j^j t> :^1 p Jlii cAjI^JI sljapli c^-j aj ( _^Ssj 

j»j 3 jaj tiliLt’j ^ip tllli* IjjjS-o 

a% caj Jji ^ ^ u, c^f J\ 

dJJ OjSsj oi dJJ *^“j ib aJJ1 0*^ 

«fs3l 


4 JJ 1 jy-jOl uL-^^^p 

«aJj2»jJ aUI A^j>«jJ aJjAj j aUI cAjA; aJJI £t3JSj *^“J Aj|^I 

iS Jli ailUi ^ J4^J Oj^jl; oli :JU 

ajji Jj^j 


JJ 0 ^ 


Hadith 6: Sahl bin Sa’d &^£ narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah m said on the Day of Khaybar, “7 will hand the banner to 
a person who loves Allah and His Messenger, and Allah and His 
Messenger love him, and at whose hands Allah will grant 
victory .” The people spent the night thinking about whom it 
would be given to. When it was morning, the people hastened to 
the Messenger of Allah |gfc, all of them hoping that it would be 
given to them. Then he (the Prophet) said, “ Where is ‘All bin Abl 
Talib ?” They replied, O Messenger of Allah, he (is ill) 
complaining of his eyes. He then sent for him and the Messenger 


12 



Distance of a Month’s Journey Publications 


of Allah m spat in his eyes and made Du 'a for him, and he was 
cured as if he had no ailment at all, and gave him the banner. ‘AIT 
said, “O Messenger of Allah, I should fight them until they are 
like us?” Thereupon he said, “Advance cautiously until you reach 
their areas, then invite them to Islam and inform them what is 
obligatory upon them regarding Allah’s Rights. For by Allah, if 
Allah guides even one person through you, it is better for you 

n 

than red camels (i.e. the most valuable of camels )f 


1 Sahih al-Bukhan (3701) and Sahih Muslim (2406) 
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( 4 ) 

FIGHTING THE DISBELIEVERS UNTIL THEY 
EMBRACE ISLAM, OR PAY THE JIZYAH 
WILLINGLY WHILE THEY ARE IN A STATE 
OF HUMILIATION 


bi |gfc &\ ois' :3is <.d\ ciXj j ouio 

ty> ljJb"l5 t A J aJJ! : Jls t l^- 

cijjj ijiiij *yj 11jjjUkj *yj c i*yj cIjIaj s yj ijjpi c Aliy 3 ^" 

J*>U j! - jl^ o^l ji J4^ii ^ d-i bj5 

j; f4p^i fi 3iu u y$> - 

& Jj^5' jj ^ iifTj ^ ^ ou 

U J4Ji ilJi ijui 01 j!S J; ^!S 

t i& o! i>i ou u c^ipj 

Jii ^ 1 3*40^1 yi>fr oj/o J4 j 1 ^i>u 

VI (J* (4^ Vj lS^ 

j^jsi oli cAjj 4^ jj?l ^ ^ 

Cj4-^^j aJJ^ c ( 4 JlP c ( 4-^ jsu 

cAlJ £oJ caIH £o j4^ l)I llj^ljli y_y^^y cS lilj 
£oJ j4-^ caIJ Vj cAii^ j4^ 

l)I l)j^I j%JOj j44o Ol j*SoU (. JtX*\s>z^\ 

o £ y j s-s 0 0 £ ^ x- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ oj» 

Ol iijiljli JJ&I blj caJjA^j A^ij aJJI A^i Ijyb*cJ 
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j* ft- ^ * cJjt Jp f4Jj3 

«*^ p-fei aUI 1 * ^ dJj\i ctLi-a^?- 


Hadlth 7: Sulayman bin Buraydah ySijSj6 narrated from his father 
(Buraydah) that when the Messenger of Allah m appointed 
anyone as leader of an army or detachment he would exhort him 
especially to fear Allah and to be good to the Muslims who were 
with him. He would say, “Fight in the name of Allah and in the 
Cause of Allah. Fight those who disbelieve in Allah. Go forth, do 
not embezzle the Ghanimah (i.e. the spoils of war); break your 
pledge(s); mutilate (the dead); or kill children. 

When you meet your enemies from the polytheists invite them to 
three courses of action, if they respond to any one accept it from 
them and withhold your hands from them (i.e. do not harm them). 
Invite them to (accept) Islam; if they respond to you, accept it 
from them and desist from fighting them. Then invite them to 
migrate from their lands to the land of the Muhajirm, and inform 
them that if they do so they shall have all the privileges and 
obligations that the Muhajirm have. If they refuse to migrate, tell 
them that they will have the status of Bedouin Muslims and will 
be subjected to the Commands of Allah like other Muslims, but 
they will not get any share from the Ghanimah or Fay’ except if 
they fight alongside the Muslims (against the disbelievers). If 
they refuse to accept Islam, demand from them the Jizyah. If they 
agree to pay, accept it from them and withhold your hands. If 
they refuse to pay the Jizyah, seek Allah’s Help and fight them. 

When you lay siege to a fort and the besieged appeal to you for 
Allah’s and His Prophet’s, do not grant them the guarantee of 
Allah and His Prophet, rather grant them your own guarantee 


s Translator: Ghanimah is the spoils of war that comes as a direct result of 
fighting, while Fay ’ is the wealth of the disbelievers that the Muslims acquire 
without fighting for it. Such as when the disbelievers hear of the Muslims’ 
approach and thus flee their positions without a fight, leaving being their 
wealth and possessions. For further explanation, refer to ash-Shaybanl’s Fiqh 
of Jihad: Understanding the Obligation, Distance of a Month’s Journey 
Publications. 
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and the guarantee of your companions. For it is a lesser sin that 
the security given by you or your companions be violated than 
that the security granted in the name of Allah and His Prophet. 
When you besiege a fort and the besieged agree to come out 
according to Allah’s Command, do not accept that, but do so at 
your (own) command, for you do not know whether or not you 
will judge according to Allah’s Command (i.e. that which Allah 
loves) with regards to them.” 9 


9 Sahih Muslim (1731) 


16 



Distance of a Month’s Journey Publications 



( 5 ) 

THE COMMAND FOR THE MUSLIMS TO 
WAGE JIHAD AGAINST THE DISBELIEVERS 
FINANCIALLY, MILITARILY, AND USING 

MEDIA 




4j§§s *g}\ 0! t(J Jl 

\j 


« 


Hadlth 8 : Anas narrated that the Prophet |gfc said, “Wage 
Jihad against the polytheists with your wealth, your selves, and 
your tongues 10 


10 Musnad Ahmad (12246), Sunan Abi Dawud (2504), and Sunan an-Nasa’i 
(3098) 
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( 6 ) 

THE ENCOURAGEMENT TO KILL THE 
DISBELIEVER WHO DOES NOT HAVE A 
COVENANT 


<UjISJ *y» : JlS i•00k 4 JJI Jji-j Ol 


«|Ju1 jG! 


Hadith 9: Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah |§§£ said, “The disbeliever and the one (i.e. Muslim) who 
kills him will never be combined in the fire together 11 


11 Sahih Muslim (1891) 
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( 7 ) 

THE ASCENDING RANKS OF THE MUJAHIDIN 


c \j] \j» aISI Ol ^)\ 

aJ (. llo clfj A-UIj 

/ ^ jl ss & so t- y s Z ' / 

:3^® j«j cJJLas caJJI Oj-^j ^ ^1p '3^® y} L^J el 

uif q£&-j'o y y> caI^ji 

^L^>J|» ;JlS ?aUI Jji-j b UJ :JlS c« l j&j')l\j fCJ!A\ 

«Jj| J k$Jl t Jjl 


Hadlth 10: Abu Sa’Td al-KhudrT s%gSs»; narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah m said (to him), “O Aba Sa 'id, whoever is 
pleased with Allah as his Lord, Islam as his religion, and 
Muhammad as his Prophet is guaranteed to enter Paradise .” He 
(Abu Sa’Td) was amazed at it and said, “O Messenger of Allah, 
repeat it for me.” He (i.e. the Messenger of Allah 0>) did so and 
said, “There is another deed which elevates the position of a man 
in Paradise one hundred ranks, and the elevation between one 
grade and the other is equal to the distance between the heaven 
and earth.” He (i.e. Abu Sa’Td) asked, “And what is this deed O 
Messenger of Allah?” He replied, “ Jihad in the Cause of Allah! 
Jihad in the Cause of Allah!” 


12 Sahih Muslim (1884) 
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( 8 ) 

THE REWARD FOR WHOEVER’S FEET 
BECOME DUSTY IN THE CAUSE OF ALLAH 


J tod* y» -/jjl : JlS J\ 

«j&\ &\ &J- &\ 


Hadith 1 : Abi ‘Abs narrated that he heard the Prophet <gt 
saying, “Allah has forbidden the Fire for whoevers feet become 
dusty in the Cause of Allah.” 


13 Sahih al-Bukhari ( 907 ) 
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( 9 ) 

THE VIRTUE OF SPENDING ON JIHAD 


oJjfc ; jLSi aj\jj ijl5 ^ 

a^La)! L^j <iJJ» :j|=^ 4-Ul l)j c^JJl (j? 

'■* ^ 0 fjs* - 

«4^\_g_D 4iU 


HadTth 12: Abu Mas’ud al-Ansarl narrated that a man 

brought a bridled (i.e. ready to ride) she-camel and said, “This is 
for the Cause of Allah.” The Messenger of Allah ^§§> said, “For 
this, you will have seven hundred she-camels on the Day of 
Judgment, all of which will be bridled 14 


14 Sahih Muslim (1892) 
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( 10 ) 

THE VIRTUE OF RIBAT 
(REMAINING STATIONED IN THE CAUSE OF 

ALLAH) 


&)j $ Mj» :l}jk ^ :Jl3 cOU-L, 

y Q ' ' ? y 0 0 ^ 

c a!*o*p a^Ip Ojj ca^Lj£^ j ^ 

dr^J ^aSjj 5^^ c^y^J 


Hadith 13 : Salman sjSj?; narrated that he heard the Messenger 
of Allah m say, “Ribat (i.e. guarding the Muslims’ frontlines) 
for a day and a night is better than fasting every day and 
standing in prayer every night for a whole month. If a person 
dies (in Ribat), he will continually receive the rewards for the 
deeds that he used to do (until the Day of Judgement), he will 
receive provision (in Paradise), and he will be saved from the 
punishment of the grave.” 15 


15 Sahih Muslim (1913) 
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(ii) 

WHOEVER IS KILLED IN THE CAUSE OF 
ALLAH OR DEFENDING HIS WEALTH IS A 

SHAHID 


l) li)) I j|=|j£ aJJI 3ij-i>j 3^ * Jli c Vyfj& 
cl) I)) i (j IS c z* aU ^ 3^ cl^ 4 ^ ^ 3^ i is 

^» : JlS ?<&' Opj Ij fA c«3^iiJ ill ^1 ^IJ^i 

o & * ^ ^ ^ q ■& s ^^ 

'y& 5^ yy y 5D1 l5? 

«j^s. ^4® (jWi (_<£ <-^ ‘-4^ j4® Oypiwi <_s* 


Hadlth 14: Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah |§§; said, “Whom do you consider to be a martyr among 
you?” They (the Companions) said, “O Messenger of Allah, the 
one killed in the Cause of Allah is a Shahid .” He said, “Then the 
Shuhada ’ (martyrs) of my Ummah are indeed few in number .” 
They asked, “Then who are they O Messenger of Allah?” He 
said, “The one who is killed in the Cause of Allah is a Shahid; the 
one who dies in the Cause of Allah is a Shahid; the one who dies 
in a plague is a Shahid; and the one who dies from a stomach 
disease is a Shahid 16 


16 Sahih Muslim (1915) 
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°y» ;$§§£ OjAj OJU-. : Jli Jjlp o? ^ F* cf 

4JU l) 

Hadith 15 : ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said that he heard the 

Messenger of Allah |§§£ say, “ Whoever is killed whilst protecting 

— 17 

his wealth is a ShahTd. ,, 


17 Sahih al-Bukhan (2480) and Sahih Muslim (141) 


24 



Distance of a Month’s Journey Publications 



( 12 ) 

THE VIRTUE OF FASTING DURING JIHAD, AS 
LONG AS IT DOES NOT WEAKEN ONE FROM 
FIGHTING THE ENEMY 


: 4l|f 4 JJI Dj-i'j 0^ caIp ill I ^1 

44-j 4J1 iul c5ji Vi cA j ^ u» 

«CL J>- jUJI ^p 


Hadlth 16 : Abu Sa’Id al-KhudrT narrated that the 

Messenger of Allah |g| said, “There is not a slave (of Allah) that 

fasts for a day in the Cause of Allah (i.e. whilst waging Jihad), 

except that Allah will remove his face, because of this day, 

18 

seventy years (distance) from the Fire.” 


18 Sahih al-Bukhari (2840) and Sahih Muslim (1153) 
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( 13 ) 

JIHAD WILL CONTINUE UNTIL THE DAY OF 
JUDGEMENT, AND THE MUJAHIDIN UPON 
THE TRUTH WILL NEITHER BE HARMED BY 
THOSE WHO FORSAKE THEM OR THOSE 
WHO OPPOSE THEM 




4JJ1 :ju a lap 

y> yyi caJJi y\ Ojijiij yy q* a?uap 

^0 ** 

«diJi { Js> apLUI ‘^ 4 -^'^" 


Hadith 17 : ‘Uqbah bin ‘Amir narrated that he heard the 
Messenger of Allah saying, “A group of my Ummah will 
never cease to be fighting upon the Command of Allah, dominant 
over their enemies; those who will oppose them will not harm 
them, until the Hour overtakes them and they are still in this 
condition 19 


19 Sahih Muslim (1924) 


26 



Distance of a Month’s Journey Publications 



( 14 ) 

PERMISSIBILITY OF WISHING FOR 
SHAHADAH 
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Hadith 18 : Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet |l| 

said, “Whoever goes out in Allah’s Cause (i.e. to wage Jihad) 

with nothing compelling him to do so except belief in Him and 

His Messengers, will be recompensed by Allah with either 

reward (in the Afterlife), Ghammah (spoils), or he will be 

admitted into Paradise (as a Shahid). Had it not been difficult 

upon my followers, then I would not have remained behind any 

expedition (going forth for Jihad), and 1 would have loved that I 

would be killed in Allah’s Cause, then brought back to life, then 

20 

killed, then brought back to life, and then killed .” 


20 Sahih al-Bukhari (36) and Sahih Muslim (1876), and the wording is al- 
Bukhari’s 


27 



Forty Hadith Jihadiyyah 


( 15 ) 

THE SANCTITY OF THE MUJAHIDIN, AND 
THE RECOMPENSE FOR THOSE THAT ACT 
TREACHEROUSLY TOWARDS THEIR WOMEN 
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Hadith 19 : Sulayman bin Buraydah $&£££ narrated from his 

father that the Messenger of Allah m said, “The sanctity of the 

wives of the Mujahidin is like the sanctity of the mothers (of 

those who do not go out for Jihad). Anyone who stays behind and 

looks after the family of a Mujahid, but acts treacherously 

towards them will be made to stand on the Day of Judgment 

before him (i.e. the Mujahid), and he will take from his good 

deeds whatever he likes. So what do you think (i.e. do you think 

21 

he will leave him with anything)?” 


21 Sahih Muslim (1897) 

Translator: Imam an-NawawI says in al-Minhaj Shark al-Jami’ as- 
Sahih during his explanation of the above narration, “ The sanctity of the wives 
of the Mujahidin is like the sanctity of the mothers (of those who do not go out 
for Jihad), relates to two matters. The first is the prohibition of allowing them 
to become vulnerable to misgivings due to unlawful glances, seclusion, 
interaction (i.e. conversation), and other than these things. While the second is 
related to their piety, being good towards them, and fulfilling their needs, as 
long as this does not entail harmful consequences and result in the arousal of 
(evil) suspicion, and similar things regarding them.” 
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( 16 ) 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO EQUIP THE FIGHTERS 
AND TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR 

FAMILIES 
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Hadlth 20 : Zayd bin Khalid al-JuhanT narrated from the 
Messenger of Allah ||| that he said, “ Whoever prepares a fighter 
in the Cause of Allah has indeed fought, and whoever takes care 
of a fighter’s family (in his absence) has indeed fought.” 22 


22 


Sahih al-Bukhari (2843), Muslim (1895) 
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( 17 ) 

THE PUNISHMENT FOR THOSE THAT DO NOT 
WAGE JIHAD IN THE CAUSE OF ALLAH, NOR 
DO THEY SUPPORT THE FIGHTERS, NOR DO 
THEY LOOK AFTER THEIR FAMILIES 
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Hadith 21 : Abu Hurayrah ^|p=j narrates that the Messenger of 
Allah m said, “ Whoever dies without participating in Jihad, or 
without having the firm intention to do so, dies upon a branch of 
Nifaq (Hypocrisy ) 23 
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Hadith 22 : Abu Umamah narrated from the Prophet |gk 
that he said, “Whoever does not fight, or prepare a fighter, or 
look after the family of a fighter, Allah will afflict him with a 
sudden calamity 24 


23 Sahih Muslim (1910) 

24 Sunan AbiDawud (2503) and Sunan ibn Mdjah (2762) 

Translator: Looking after the families of the Mujahidin , or rather its absence 
is one of major ills plaguing the Ummah today. As such, Muslims should not 
belittle this obligation, or the benefit it entails for the Mujahidin and their 
families who support them. Shaykh al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah says in al- 
Fatawa al-Kubra (5/538), “And it is obligatory upon the one held back (from 
fighting) with a legitimate excuse, to sustain with their wealth the families of 
the (absent) fighters.” Likewise, in Majmu’ al-Fatawa (28/586) he rules, “As 
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( 18 ) 

NOT GOING OUT FOR JIHAD DUE TO 
OBEDIENCE TO ONE’S PARENTS, OR GIVING 
PRECEDENCE TO HAJJ, IS ONLY WHEN THE 
JIHAD IS NOT AN INDIVIDUAL OBLIGATION 
(FARD AL-‘AYN ) 25 


J 




U^ie» ;jLSi 


HadTth 23: ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr narrated that a man came 
to the Prophet |gk seeking his permission to wage Jihad , so the 
Prophet asked him, “Are your parents alive?” The man replied, 


for the fighters who die, or are killed, then the upkeep of the fighters wife and 
young children is upon the one who remains behind. According to ash-Shafi’I, 
Ahmad, and others, the widow(s) should be provided for until she remarries, 
the daughters until they marry, and the boys until they attain the age of 
puberty.. 

25 Translator: All acts that are obligatory (. Fard/Wajib ) fall into either one of 
two categories: 

• Fard al- ( Ayn 

• Fard al-Kifayah 

The term Fard al- Ayn refers to an individual obligation that every sane, adult, 
and capable Muslim must fulfil, such as the five daily prayers or fasting 
during the month of Ramadan. While the term Fard al-Kifayah refers to a 
communal obligation. As such, if a sufficient number arise to discharge the 
obligation, the obligation, and sin for not fulfilling it, falls from the rest of the 
community, or Ummah. However, if an insufficient number arise, then the 
obligation and sin for not fulfilling it remains upon the necks of the Muslims 
until a sufficient number arises. Examples of this include calling the adhan , 
having a body tasked with enjoining good and forbidding evil in the 
community, and offensive Jihad. 
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“Yes.” The Prophet then said, “So in them (i.e. in their service 

26 

and obedience) is your Jihad.” 
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Hadith 24: Ibn ‘Abbas vK45^ narrated that the Prophet |St said, 
“A woman should not travel except with a Mahram (her husband 
or a man with whom she can never marry according to Islamic 
Fiqh), and no man may visit her except in the presence of her 
Mahram .” A man got up and said, “O Messenger of Allah, I 
intend to march forth with such-and-such an army, but my wife 
wants to perform Hap.” The Prophet |l| said (to him), “Go with 
her (to Hap).” 27 


26 Sahih al-Bukhari (3004) and Sahih Muslim (2549) 

27 Sahih al-Bukhari (1862) and Sahih Muslim (1341). The wording is that of 
al-Bukhari. 
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( 19 ) 

THE REWARD OF THE ONE HELD BACK 
FROM JIHAD DUE TO A LEGITIMATE 
EXCUSE 
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Hadlth 25: Anas bin Malik narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah m returned from the battle of Tabuk, and said when he 
approached Madlnah, “ You did not travel any of the journey nor 
crossed any valley, but there were some people in Madlnah who 
were with you (i.e. they shared in the same reward).’” The 
Companions said, “O Messenger of Allah, even though they are 

in Madlnah?” He said, “(Yes), even though they are in Madlnah, 

28 

as they were held back by a (legitimate) excuse 


28 Sahih al-Bukhari (4423) and Sahih Muslim, who narrated from it Jabir 
(1911) 
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( 20 ) 

THE REWARD OF THE SHAHID 
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Hadith 26: Anas bin Malik narrated that the Prophet said, 
“Nobody who enters Paradise would like to go back to the world 
even if he was given everything it contains, except the Shahid, 
who wishes to return so that he may be killed ten times (i.e. again 

— 29 

and again) due to the honour he receives (from Allah).” 
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Hadith 27: Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet <gt 
said, “Every wound which the Muslim receives in Allah’s Cause 
will appear on the Day of Resurrection with its blood flowing as 
it was at the time of its infliction; while its colour will be that of 

30 

blood, (but) its smell will be that of musk.” 


29 Sahih al-Bukhari (2817) and Sahih Muslim (1877) 

30 Sahih al-Bukhari (237) and Sahih Muslim (1876) 
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( 21 ) 


THE EASE AND THE VIRTUE SURROUNDING 
THE DEATH OF THE SHAHID 



Hadith 28: Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah m said, “ The Shahid does not feel the pain of being killed 


except like one of you feels from an insect sting.” 31 


The scholars have not disagreed over the lofty status of the 
Shahid being one of the highest stations in Paradise, their 
roaming about (Paradise) being from the best of tours, and their 
deaths from the most virtuous and easy of deaths. Moreover, 
Allah % certainly strengthens the heart of the Mujahid, grants it 
steadfastness and courage in a way He H does not bestow upon 
the hearts of other than the Mujahid. As such, he does not fear 
the enemy, nor flee from his strength or great numbers. You see 
him searching for death and Shahadah more than the enemy 
searches for life and security. 


31 Sunan at-Tirmidhi (1668), Sunan an-Nasa’i (3163), and Sunan ibn Majah 


(2802) 
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( 22 ) 

THE PERMISSIBILITY OF SELF-SACRIFICIAL 
OPERATIONS, AND THE PERMISSION TO 
REFER TO THEM AS MARTYRDOM 
OPERATIONS 
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Hadith 29: Suhayb narrated from the Prophet <gt regarding the 
story of the king, magician, monk, and the boy: “... (The boy said 
to the king, ‘You will not be able to kill me until you do what I 
tell you,’ and he said, ‘What is that?’ The boy replied, ‘You 
should gather all of the people in a large open area and crucify 
me to the trunk of a tree. Then take an arrow from my quiver, 
place it on the bow and say: “In the name of Allah, the Lord of 
the boy, ” then shoot me. If you do that, only then will you be able 
to kill me. ’ 

So he (the king) gathered all the people together in an open 
area, crucified the boy to the trunk of a tree, took an arrow from 
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the boy’s quiver, placed it in the bow, and then said, ‘In the 
name of Allah, the Lord of the boy. ’ He then shot the arrow, 
which hit the boy’s temple. The boy then placed his hand over the 
place the arrow had hit, and then died. The people all said, ‘We 
believe in the Lord of the boy! We believe in the Lord of the boy! 

y 32 

We believe in the Lord of the boy! 


In this hadith is evidence for the permissibility of Martyrdom 
operations ( al- ‘amaliyat al-istishhddiyyah ) with the intention of 
elevating the religion and inflicting destruction upon the enemy. 
Certainly, the Prophet |gfc told this story, not criticising the 
actions of the boy, even though he was the cause of his own 
death, but rather for the purpose of extracting lessons, morals, 
understanding ifiqh ), and rulings. The boy acted in this way 
hoping to achieve a legislated benefit ( masalih shar’iyyah), not 
due to anger or displeasure at Allah’s Decree, or because of 
depression. 

There is no difference between the ruling of the one who kills 
himself, and the one killed by someone else but he himself is the 
cause: In this case, such a person takes the same ruling as the 
killer. This is the opinion of the majority of scholars; from the 
likes of Malik, ash-ShafiT, and Ahmad and it has even 

been transmitted that this was the consensus ( ijmaj of the 
Companions 

The majority of the scholars state, with a group of them citing a 
consensus ( ijmaj on the issue, that if the disbelievers take 
Muslims as human shields and there is no way to get to the 
disbelievers except by killing the Muslims, then they may be 
killed as (unintended) collateral damage. And in such cases the 
Muslims who are killed die as Shuhada’, and their killers are 
rewarded (for their efforts to reach the disbelievers). 


32 Sahih Muslim (3005) as a part of a longer narration 
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Accordingly, if it is permissible to kill others to secure a benefit 
for the Jihad and in attacking the disbelievers, then the 
permissibility of killing oneself to achieve the same benefit is 
closer to the evidence and (more worthy of) being legislated. 
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( 23 ) 

THE FORBIDDANCE OF INTENTIONALLY 
TARGETING THE DISBELIEVERS’ WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN DURING WAR 
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Hadlth 30: ‘Abdullah (bin ‘Umar) vASc narrated that a woman 
was found killed in one of the battles of the Messenger of Allah 
Ht, so he m forbade the killing of women and children. 33 


33 


Sahih al-Bukhan (3014) and Sahih Muslim (1744) 
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( 24 ) 

THE PERMISSIBILITY OF KILLING THE 
(DISBELIEVERS ) WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
WHEN THEY ARE INTERMINGLED, AND ARE 
INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM THE FIGHTERS 
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Hadith 31 : As-Sa’b bin Jathamah narrated that the Prophet 
|§§£ was asked about the women and children of the polytheists 
that were killed during night raids, so he replied, '"They are from 
them.” 34 


34 SahTh al-Bukhdri (3012) and Sahlh Muslim (1745) 

Translator: Ibn Hajar says in Fath al-Ban explaining the above 

narration, “His saying, 4 They are from them ,’ means they take their ruling in 
this particular situation. It does not mean however that it becomes permissible 
to intentionally kill the women and children. Rather, what is intended is when 
it is not possible to get to their fathers except by going through their children 
due to their being intermixed (and indistinguishable) from them. Therefore, 
(in such an eventuality) their killing is permissible.” 
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( 25 ) 

KILLING WOMEN THAT FIGHT 
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HadTth 32: Rabah ibn RabT’ narrated that, “We were with the 
Messenger of Allah ^ on an expedition. He saw some people 
gathered around something, so he sent a man and said, ‘Go and 
see what the people are gathered around .’ He came back and 
said, ‘They are around a woman who has been killed. So he said, 

35 

6 She was not of those who fight.'” 


35 Sunan AbTDawud (2669) 

Translator: The scholars understood that the Prophet’s |gk statement, ‘She 
was not of those who fight,’ implies that if she did fight, it would be 
permissible to kill her. Refer to ash-Shaybanl’s, Fiqh of Jihad: Understanding 
the Obligation for further explanation on the issue. 
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( 26 ) 

FORBIDDANCE OF BURNING THE 
DISBELIEVER AND KILLING HIM USING FIRE 
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Hadith 33: Abu Hurayrah 124 ^ narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah |gfc dispatched us on a military expedition and said to us, 
“If you meet so-and-so and so-and-so - he named two men from 
Quraysh - then burn them.” When we intended to depart, we 
went to the Prophet to bid him farewell, he then said to us, “I 
ordered you before to burn so-and-so and so-and-so with fire. 
However, Allah is the only One that punishes with fire, therefore 

36 

if you capture them, kill them (in another fashion).” 


36 Sahih al-Bukhari (2954) 


42 



Distance of a Month’s Journey Publications 



( 27 ) 

PERMISSIBILITY OF BURNING THE 
DISBELIEVERS’ TRANSPORTATION, THEIR 
AGRICULTURE, MUTILATING THEIR 
CORPSES, AND DESTROYING THEIR HOMES 
WHEN THESE ACTIONS WOULD LEAD TO 
VICTORY, OR ARE A RECOMPENSE FOR 
THEIR ACTIONS 
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Hadlth 34: Anas bin Malik narrated, “Some people from 
the ‘Ukl or ‘Uraynah tribe came to Madlnah, but its climate did 
not suit them (i.e. they fell ill), so the Prophet ^ ordered them to 
go out to the herd of camels (outside Madlnah) and drink from 
their milk and urine (as a medicine). So they went as directed, 
and after becoming healthy they killed the Prophet’s m shepherd 
and drove away (i.e. stole) all the camels. The news reached the 
Prophet early in the morning and he sent (men) in their pursuit; 
they were captured and brought back at noon. He then ordered 
that their hands and feet be amputated, their eyes branded with 
heated pieces of iron, and they were left in ‘ al-Harrah,’ (a rocky 
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piece of land) to die, and when they asked for water, none was 
given to them.” 37 
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Hadith 35: ‘Abdullah (ibn ‘Umar) narrated that the 

Prophet m burnt and cut down the date palm trees of the tribe of 
Barn an-Nadlr. They were at a place called al-Buwayrah, and 
regarding the incident Hassan bin Thabit composed (the 

line of poetry), ‘The chiefs of Bam Lu’ayl found it easy to watch 

38 

the fire spreading at al-Buwayrah 


37 Sahih al-Bukhari (233) and Sahih Muslim (1671) 

38 Sahih al-Bukhari (2326) and Sahih Muslim (1746) 
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( 28 ) 

THE PERMISSIBILITY TO EXECUTE OR 
RANSOM THE PRISONERS AND TO DO WITH 
THEM WHATEVER IS IN THE BEST 
INTERESTS OF THE MUSLIMS 
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Hadlth 36: Abu Hurayrah ^4S6 narrated that the Messenger of 
Allah m sent some horsemen in the direction of Najd, and they 
captured a man from Barn Hanlfah named Thumamah ibn Uthal 
who was the head of his people, and then tied him to one of the 
pillars of the mosque. The Messenger of Allah |§| went out to 
him and said, “ What’s with you O Thumamah?” He replied, 
“Good, O Muhammad. If you execute me, then you would be 
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killing a man with blood on his hands (i.e. killing a guilty man), 
and if you bestow favour upon me, then you would be bestowing 
favour upon one that is grateful, and if you want money ask, and 
you shall be given as much as you wish.” The Messenger of 
Allah |gt; then left him until the day after and said to him, 
“ What’s with you O Thumamah?" He replied, “The same as I 
have already said to you; if you bestow favour upon me, then you 
would be bestowing favour upon one that is grateful, if you 
execute me, then you would be killing a man with blood on his 
hands, and if you want money ask, and you shall be given as 
much as you wish.” The Messenger of Allah j§§> then left him 
until the day after and said to him, “ What’s with you O 
Thumamah ?” He replied, “The same as I have already said to 
you; if you bestow favour upon me, then you would be 
bestowing favour upon one that is grateful, if you execute me, 
then you would be killing a man with blood on his hands, and if 
you want money ask, and you shall be given as much as you 
wish.” Then the Messenger of Allah m said (to his Companions 
“Release Thumamah 


The Prophet approved of the ruling regarding the prisoner (of 
war) being a choice between execution, ransoming, and freeing 
without ransom, as ahadith have been transmitted confirming all 
of these options. 40 


39 SahTh al-Bukhan (4327) and Sahlh Muslim (1764) as part of a longer 
narration 

40 Translator: The above narration also confirms these options, as the Prophet 

did not correct Thumamah when he suggested execution, ransoming, and 
releasing without ransom. If any of these things would have been prohibited in 
the SharVah, there is no way the Prophet would have remained silent 
without clarifying their prohibition. 
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( 29 ) 

TAKING PRECAUTIONS DURING WAR, AND 
THE LEGISLATION OF DECEIVING THE 

ENEMY 
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Hadlth 37: Jabir narrated that the Messenger of Allah 

said, “War is deception 41 


41 


Sahih al-Bukhari (3030) and Sahih Muslim (1739) 
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( 30 ) 

PATIENCE UPON ENCOUNTERING THE 
ENEMY 
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Hadith 38: AbT Awfa ayps narrated that the Messenger of Allah 
H§£ said, “0 yon people, do not wish to encounter the enemy, 
rather ask Allah for well-being. Although if you do meet them, 

42 

then be steadfast 


42 Sahih al-Bukhari (2833) and Sahih Muslim (1742) 
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( 31 ) 

BURYING THOSE KILLED DURING BATTLE 
WITHOUT WASHING THEM 
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Hadlth 39: Jabir narrated that the Prophet |f| said on the 
day of Uhud (concerning the Shuhada’), “Bury them in their 
blood (soaked clothes),” and he did not wash them. 43 
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( 32 ) 

THE OPTION TO PRAY OVER THE SHUHADA’ 
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HadTth 40: Jaabir bin ‘Abdullah narrated that the Prophet 
^§| combined every two martyrs of Uhud in one piece of cloth, 
and then would ask, “ Which of them had (memorised) more of 
the Qur’an ?" After one of them was indicated, he would put him 
in the grave first and say, “/ will be a witness over these on the 
Day of Resurrection.” He ordered they be buried with their blood 
still covering their bodies, and neither was they washed nor was 
the funeral prayer offered for them. 44 
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Hadith 41: ‘Uqbah bin ‘Amir i%£js£?j narrated that one day the 
Prophet m went out and prayed upon the Shuhada ’ of Uhud the 
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prayer for the deceased. He then went to the pulpit and said, 
“Indeed I am your predecessor, and I am a witness over you.” 45 


Scholars have differed over the ruling regarding praying upon the 
one who was killed in battle whilst fighting against the 
disbelievers. Malik, ash-Shafi’T, and a report from Ahmad £^4*5 
hold that he is not to be prayed upon. (However) Abu Hanlfah 
says, “He is prayed upon,” while it is (also) reported from 
Ahmad that, “There is no problem if he is prayed upon.” 

The most correct opinion on the matter is that there is the option 
to pray upon him, or leave (praying upon him), due to the 
existence of ahddlth confirming both practices. 
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This short but valuable treatise contains forty-one authentic 
ahadith concerning the exalted topic of Jihad in the Cause of 
Allah H,. 


Its author, the imprisoned, and well-known and respected 
Muhaddith and scholar, Shaykh Sulayman al-’Ulwan, has 
compiled these narrations in order to shed light on the noble, 
but widely misunderstood ‘Ibadah of Jihad, a number of its 
virtues, along with some of its rulings as they relate to the 
science of Fiqh. 

The work has been compiled in such as fashion, as were many 
of the classical Islamic works, as to facilitate easy memorisation 
of its text, and to provide the reader with the understanding of 
the author merely by glancing at the chapter headings. The 
ahadith and narrations that follow then provide the necessary 
evidence from the words of the Prophet *§§; and his noble 
Companions 

It is hoped that this work will be a source of enjoyment and 
great benefit to its readers and its author - may Allah Jl reward 
him and keep him steadfast upon the Truth. 



